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Alleluia. God has called us through the proclamation of the good news, that we may obtain the glory of
our Lord Jesus Christ. Alleluia. 2 Thess. 2:14

Unified Budget Monthly Financial Update

August Income $28,285.82
August Expenses $26,122.16
Income Year to Date $236,976.20
Expenses Year to Date $227,373.39

It is with much sadness that | announce my retirement as Lay Parish Assistant of Holy Trinity effective
January 31, 2025. | have been blessed to be a part of the Holy Trinity family since moving to Ephrata in
1989 and in serving the congregation professionally for many years. It has been a privilege and an honor
to help lead the music of our worship, to teach our children the wonders of God's love and the gift of
our Lutheran faith, and to provide pastoral care to our sick and shut-in members.

| will continue to pray for continuing strength and vitality for the congregation in service to the
community and to one another. | ask for your prayers as | adjust to retirement and seek my next
challenge in service to our Lord and Savior.

Yours in Christ,
Donna

Lutheran World Relief Ingathering Appeal

Lutheran World Relief Ingathering appeal is Sunday October 6. This year the Social Ministry Committee
is looking for new blankets (60” x 80", non-fleece) and monetary donations to purchase items for
personal kits. Each kit is $5.00. See the poster in the Gathering Area. Volunteers will be needed to help
assemble the kits. The time and date will be announced later. If you have any questions, please contact
Rob Gilbert at 721-3822.

LOST KEYS- someone left a set of keys in the lock in the kitchen door. If they belong to you, please
contact the church office.



Blessing of the Pets

Join us on Sunday, October 6, at 2:00 PM for the annual Blessing of the Pets at Holy
Trinity. We will gather at the green space next to Luther Hall. If it rains, we will
celebrate those beautiful creatures of God’s making, who bring us endless joy, in

the Social Hall. 84 Pl

OF THE PETS

Bible Study

The weekly study of Paul’s letter to the Romans will resume on
Tuesday, October 1, at 11:00 AM. All are welcome to come and
explore this relationship-defining epistle with much to teach us
about God'’s grace and the depth of God'’s relationship with us
through the gift of His Son. See you soon!

Stewardship Special Giving for September:

Konde Diocese - Our Partner in Ministry

You may or may not know that each of the sixty-five synods of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America has
been linked with a Lutheran companion synod or church body outside the United States with which to partner in
ministry and provide each other support through prayer and opportunities to engage with each other. We in the
Lower Susquehanna Synod have been blessed with the companionship of the Konde Diocese, part of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in Tanzania (ELCT). The Konde Diocese at present boasts a membership of over
125,000 members in seven church districts. Within these seven districts, more than 100 congregations are served
by 160 pastors and 200 evangelists serving God’s people and spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ, which they
have been faithfully doing since 1977.

The operative word in beginning to understand the nature of this ministry partnership and its benefits is
“companion.” Each of our synods/dioceses and the congregations that make up these bodies are called to serve
our neighbor and share the life-giving gospel of Jesus Christ. Doing so, whether one is part of a congregation in
Ephrata, Pennsylvania, or a congregation in a village in the Konde Diocese, we can offer encouragement for each
other’s challenges and celebrate the joys. Through this relationship, the work we have been called to do becomes
easier and more meaningful because we know there are siblings in Christ offering mutual support. Such a
relationship also provides the opportunity to learn from each other through correspondence and sharing ideas.
This is especially relevant as we in this nation struggle with shrinking congregations and a waning interest in
organized religion. Christian churches in Africa and other less developed parts of the world are experiencing a
boom in persons embracing the Gospel and its grace-filled message.

During September, the Konde Diocese will be our stewardship focus. | encourage us to prayerfully consider
how we can actively engage in a relationship with the diocese and its individual congregations—supporting their
ministries as they support ours. To help us deepen our connection, we are working with our synodical liaison with
the ELCT to link the Holy Trinity with a congregation in the Konde Diocese with whom we can personally have
contact and grow our relationship from congregation to congregation.

Welcome to the Trinity Cafe

Please join us downstairs after worship for some coffee, or tea, and of course Goodies! Q
Take time to chat then if you are able, join us for adult forum in the fellowship hall for lively
discussions...this Sunday Pastor Mark will be helping us to understand Judaism.



Sharing Upcoming Events and Information

Congregational committees and other ministries of Holy Trinity are invited and encouraged to share the
details of upcoming happenings with the congregation and beyond via our recently updated Facebook
page and our webpage. If you have anything that will be occurring between now and Christmas and
needs sharing, please contact Theresa Mull (theresakmull@gmail.com), our Facebook page
administrator, and Adam Doughty (adamc.doughty@gmail.com or 717-445-0007), our webpage
administrator if you would like your group’s activities shared. They are waiting to hear from you to help
share your information with a broader audience.

Needed: Doers to fill open council positions

Sunday’s lesson from the book of James tasked us with being doers, not just listeners. If you heard that
and wondered what you could do, please consider filling a vacant or soon-to-be vacant church council
position. There are three positions that will be vacated at the end of the year and need to be filled in
addition to two other seats that have remained unfilled. Please consider a place on church council to
help lead our congregation. You may contact Lisa Garrett or any other current council member with any
guestions and to express your interest in being a doer who acts. Thank you!

The Evangelism committee is once again offering a hot dog meal to people during
the evening of the Ephrata Fair parade, September 25.

This is in place of the Thursday community meal that week. We have secured buns,
cookies, and snack crackers from Pepperidge Farm but we need hot dogs. We are
asking the congregation for donations of hot dogs for this event. The many families
who attend the parade are always very thankful for this free meal with free will donation. Heather
Zimmerman will also be setting up a booth for the children and would love to have you come and help
put fun temporary tattoos on them with her. Please put your hot dogs in the refrigerator downstairs by
Wednesday, September 25. For further questions, contact Peggy Dean, Winnie Gerlach, or Elaine
Sernoffsky.

PROPERTY COMMITTEE WORKDAY- A Fall church facility cleaning is

scheduled for Saturday, October 5th from 7:30AM to 10:30 AM. YOU are invited
to join our volunteer cleaning teams for this workday. There is a sign-up

sheet with details on the table in The Gathering Area. Bring extra cleaning
supplies, please. Also, bring your coffee, water or drink for break time. If

you have questions see Carlene Kerschner. Thank you for volunteering.

HOLY TRINITY HAS A NEW FACEBOOK PAGE!!
Please follow this link to the new page:
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61563831542098&mibextid=LQQJ4d



https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61563831542098&mibextid=LQQJ4d

Celebration Choir Schedule
Wednesday, October 2 — 7:00 PM — Rehearsal
Sunday, October 6 — “As a Little Child”

Wednesday, October 23 — 7:00 PM — Rehearsal
Sunday, October 27 (Reformation) — “When in Our Music God is Glorified”

Wednesday, November 13 — 7:00 PM — Rehearsal
Sunday, November 17 — “God is So Good”

Wednesday, December 11 — 6:30 PM — Rehearsal
Sunday, December 15 — “First Song of Isaiah”

Please consider joining us and sharing your musical talents! All are welcome!!

e/ THANKS

The officers and members of the Ephrata Pioneer Fire Company would like to graciously thank you for
your contribution to our 2024 Fund Drive. Your contribution does not go unnoticed and will be used to
help provide lifesaving equipment for our members to ensure the residents of Ephrata Borough and
Township are protected 24/7/365 days a year.

Again, thank you from all of us at EPFC!

Dear Holy Trinity Lutheran Church,

Thank you so much for generous gift of $608.37 to Luthercare! Because of you, we're able to come
together in community to help families throughout Lancaster and Lebanon Counties. Your support of
benevolent care, childcare, nursing scholarships, COVID-19 relief, and other Luthercare programs have a
ripple effect through our community and help so many families, residents, children, and nurses when
they need it most.

In Service, Ryan Fisher, Assistant Vice President- Philanthropy

Donations needed for Lutheran Camping Corporation Quilt & Craft — 3 -
Auction ' 74 J A B V '
The annual Quilt & Craft Auction will take place on Sunday, Nov. 3, / -'

2024 at Camp Nawakwa with online bidding starting October 26™". This £, 'J“L'; Y i Crafisrs
fun-filled afternoon helps raise funds for the LCC’s Endowment Fund.

The Endowment fund provides sustaining financial resources for Camperships and for special projects at



the camps. We need your help to ensure a successful event. We know that high quality items promote
enthusiastic bidding, which yields generous proceeds for the endowment. Quilts and craft items
(jewelry, weavings, ceramics, various types of woodwork, crocheted/knitted items, home-brewed beer,
home-made wine, needlepoint, paintings, photographs, theme baskets) are needed for the auction.
The deadline for donations is Sunday October 18. Please see Lisa Garrett (717-490-1927) for the
required donor form that must accompany your donation or go

to http://www.lutherancamping.org/quiltauction/ for more info.

DINNER CHURCH at The Wittel Farm

Dinner Church is a community gathered around a shared meal to listen, connect,
sing, pray, eat, drink, and be with God in Creation. Bring some food to share.
October 6™, 5pm

November 3, 5pm

More information at https://www.lutherancamping.org/event/dinner-church-

1024/

Enjoy an Oktoberfest Themed Happy Hour starting at 4pm, Saturday,

LUTHERAN CAMPING

October 5™, at Kirchenwald, followed by a Southern Style Pork BBQ e e

dinner with all the fixings, homemade desserts, premium spirits, live
music and silent and live auction items. Funds raised will go toward a
disc golf course and improvements to the athletic field. Price to attend
is by donation. Donate what you would pay for a dinner out at a nice
restaurant, including tip. Child care will be available. RSVP

at https://www.lutherancamping.org/event/party-with-a-purpose-

2024/

Pickleball Update-Tuesday AM pickleball has officially moved to

Tuesday nights. Open to any skill level. Court time is from 6pm to Pick 81
8pm :

b TEAMS

THE ADULT (all adults are welcome) LUNCH BUNCH will be going to Nonna Rosa in Akron
after the liturgy on October 13. We'll meet downstairs immediately after the liturgy. All
are welcome. Plan to join us! Please call Cheryl Plummer at 625-3187 to reserve your
place!

LUNCH BUNCH



http://www.lutherancamping.org/quiltauction/
https://www.lutherancamping.org/event/dinner-church-1024/
https://www.lutherancamping.org/event/dinner-church-1024/
https://www.lutherancamping.org/event/party-with-a-purpose-2024/
https://www.lutherancamping.org/event/party-with-a-purpose-2024/

Salem Lutheran Church, Ephrata, invites you on a bus trip to “Cape May at Christmastime,” on December
3, 2024. The trip includes free time to explore, shop, and lunch on your own, at the Washington Street,
pedestrian only, outside mall; guided tour of the 1879, Emlen Physic Estate and Carroll Gallery at the
estate; dinner at the Lobster House Restaurant; and the Holiday Lights Trolley Tour. Reservations are due
by Oct 22M. For information, call Stephanie Frymyer at 717-682-9697, or Laurel Kluck at 717-701-0266

Help Wanted: Bergstrasse Community Clothing Closet

Bergstrasse Community Clothing Closet is open the first full weekend of every month for persons in need
of clothing and other household goods. Entrance is accessible via the door off the lower parking lot.
Hours are Saturday noon — 2pm and Sunday 11lam — 1pm.

Fall/Winter Schedule:

Oct 5™ and 6"

Nov 2" and 3"

Dec 7t and 8t

Donations: Currently there is a desperate need for men’s pants, shorts and shoes. There is always a
need for children’s clothing. All clothing in good shape is accepted as are household items like sheets,
towels, etc. Donations may be dropped off directly at Bergstrasse when the Community Clothing Closet
is open or in the box at the back of the narthex in Holy Trinity.

Volunteers: sort clothing, hang it and tag it by color to keep track of what is moving and what is not, and
greet shoppers at the courtesy desk. Shoppers check in and specify how many people they are shopping
for and what items are of particular interest. Volunteers meet at 6-7:30pm on the Friday before the
Closet is open to sort donations and get them ready for the next day. When the Closet is open,
volunteers are needed from 11:30 — 2:30 on Saturdays and 10:30 — 1:30 on Sundays. You do not need to
be there the entire time to volunteer — whatever time you have available within those times is fine.

If you have further questions, you may either stop by the next time the Closet is open and have a look
around or call Pattie Martin at 717-344-1347.

September 22-28 Calendar



NOTE: Sue will be on vacation from October 12-27. Will have to prepare the weekly newsletters prior
to leaving. Please think ahead if you want any announcements in the newsletter or any additions to
the calendar, and get them to Sue ASAP. Nothing will be added while she is away.

Sunday, September 22
9:00am Waorship

10:00am  Coffes Hour After Worship
10:15am  SCS

Monday, September 23
Ephrata Fair

10:00am  Women's Prayer Group
6:30pm Yoga

Tuesday, September 24
Ephrata Fair

6:00pm Pickleball

7:00pm Bell Choir
Wednesday, September 25
Ephrata Fair

Parade Night

Thursday, September 26
Ephrata Fair

7-00pm Yoga

7-00pm Thursday Worship
Friday, September 27
Ephrata Fair

Saturday, September 28
Ephrata Fair

7:30am Walking Group

The fourth Tuesday morning Coffee Klatch will not be held over the summer. The next time it will

meet will be in October.

7"

September 22nd Servers: \\ ‘ //
Council Team: Ed Quirke, Bill Spitzer \ \ "*}\, ‘ur'/'y/% =
Assisting Minister: John Fuehrer g
Lector: Wendy Young | —

—

. =z
Acolytes: Norm Wangman &
¥

Ushers: Curtis & Christy Boos, Bill & Lori Spitzer /%, \ln\
Altar Guild: Brenda Wangman, } / Q
Heather Zimmerman, Lisa Garrett

Linens: Patricia Fassnacht

Flowers: Heather Zimmerman

Office Hours September 23-27, 2024


https://holytrinityephrata.org/events/calendar.html

We recommend you call the office prior to stopping in to ensure hours have not changed.
Office Phone: 717-733-4134 Pastor's Cell: 315-317-8517 Donna's Cell: 717-669-7831
Office email: officeholytrinity@ephratalutheran.org

9:00 AM-4:00 PM
8:00 AM-4:00 PM (out over lunch) 9:00 AM-12:30 PM
8:00 AM-4:00 PM 9:00 AM-12:30 PM

9:00 AM-12:30 PM

8:00 AM-4:00 PM 9:00 AM-12:30 PM

8:00 AM-12:00 PM OFF

Make Your Regular Offering Electronically

On the Holy Trinity website (www.holytrinityephrata.org), a tab on
the menu bar called “Online Giving” will take you to a secure web
site for you to give. You can also give your Regular Offering, your
Special Appeal donation, your building fund, or your Homes of
Hope fund donation by using your Smart Phone and following the
QR code.

[=]

Thanks for reading! Have a great week ahead!
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